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Introduction 

Fort Nelson, the third oldest non-native settlement in British Columbia, was established 
as a trading post in 1805 by the Northwest Fur Trading Company, and was named for 
Lord Horatio Nelson, the English Admiral who won the Battle of Trafalgar.  

The biggest factor in Fort Nelson’s growth was the establishment of an airport as part of 
the World War II Northwest Air Staging Route in 1941, and the construction of the 
Alaska Highway that followed in 1942. Fort Nelson’s population grew from about 200 to 
2000, virtually overnight. 

Today, Fort Nelson supports a robust forestry industry and growing tourism sector.  
However, Fort Nelson’s most defining industry is oil and gas, and the city serves as the 
staging point for oil and gas activities in the Northeast of British Columba.  Fort Nelson’s 
fortunes are inextricably tied to the oil and gas sector.   

This report provides an overview of recent oil and gas activity in the region and 
highlights prospective development of the Horn River Basin.   

 

Fort Nelson Oil and Gas Area 
Located in the northeast corner of British Columbia (Map 1), the Fort Nelson area 
includes the Fort Nelson/Northern Plains 
region which covers an area of 3.85 
million hectares.  
The region has been active in oil and gas 
exploration since the 1960s, with the 
search for natural gas dominated by the 
Middle Devonian Keg River, Pine Point, 
and Slave Point carbonates.  
These plays have high reserves and 
deliverability, and include British 
Columbia’s largest recognized gas 
accumulation at Clarke Lake (3.74 Tcf 
Gas in Place).  
Within the last ten years, however, the 
Upper Devonian Jean Marie has become 
the major target for operators. Natural gas 
from this interval now dominates new 
production from the region.  
Also included within the Fort Nelson oil 
and gas area is the Liard Basin and Fold 

Map 1 
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Belt Region.  With the Yukon Territories to the north, the Liard Basin and Fold Belt 
region straddles British Columbia’s Northwest and Northeast.  This relatively unexplored 
area is situated immediately east of the Cordilleran Fold and Thrust belt.  
The Liard Basin and Fold Belt region cover an area of approximately 1.25 million 
hectares and contain over five kilometres of sedimentary strata of Cambrian to Upper 
Cretaceous age.  
Potential hydrocarbon objectives can occur in the Devonian Dunedin/Nahanni 
Formation, the Mississippian Banff, Debolt, and Mattson formations, the Permo-
Pennsylvanian Kindle and Fantasque formations, the Triassic Toad Formation, and the 
Cretaceous Chinkeh and Scatter formations. The Nahanni holds significant potential in 
dolomitized reservoirs in the structural belt. The Debolt, Mattson, Kindle, Fantasque, 
and possibly the Triassic Grayling and Toad formations are potential objectives in 
structural closures on the Bovie Lake structure on the margin of the basin. The Banff 
and Debolt formations are also potential objectives in stratigraphic traps on the platform 
to the east (Walsh et al., 2005).  
There are over 40 natural gas fields and an oil field in the Fort Nelson area (Map 2). 

 
 Map 2 
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Land Sales Trends 
Fort Nelson/Northern Plains Region 

The Fort Nelson/Northern Plains region captured 23 per cent of the province’s 2006 
land sale bonuses. Over $141 million was spent by land brokers and producers to 
acquire 136,258 hectares for an average price of $1,038 per hectare (Figure 1). This is 
a significant increase from the previous two years when the region’s bonus tally 
garnered an eight per cent share of the provincial total.  

 
 
 
Much of the increase in 2006 land sale activity is the result of the $127 million sale of 
approximately 35 PNG rights parcel just west of the Dilly, Gote and Ootla areas. 
Exploratory locations in this large block of parcels show carbonate targets extending 
from the Mississippian Debolt to the Devonian Keg River/Pine Point.  
The story in 2007 was dominated by one particular play.  The area, known as the Horn 
River Basin, has captured the interest of exploration and production companies looking 
to unlock the potential of organic rich shales.  Since 2005, land sales increased from 
less than 40,000 hectare, to more than 120 hectare in 2007.  Land bonus bids reflect 

Figure 1 


